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(2) | 
Out the Authority of any Act of Parliament or Statute, meerly by vertue of 
the Common-Law of the Land, upon the foundation of immemorial uſage. 
And this Ed t. in the 28 year of his Reign granted and confirmed by Act of 
Parliament, to all his People, if they pleaſed to make uſe of the ſaid Priviledg; 
but with this Proviſion and Caution, if Me Sherivalty was not in Fee ʒ ihtima- 
ting that the ſaid Act did no ways refer unto ſuch, but that they were to poſ- 
ſeſs and enjoy their former Priviledges, Uſages and Rights, according to the 
Grants made unto them upon the ſaid Fee or Fees. | 
But foraſmuch as through the negle& of the moſt conſiderable and wiſeſt 
Free-holders, to attend the County - Courts, in order to the making ſuch E- 
lectione, weak, mean, and inſufficient Sheriffs; were often choſen and return- 
ed; therefpxe in the 9 n it was Enacted and Ordained by Parliament, 
that from thenceforth Serif ſhould be aſſigned by the Ch , Treaſarer, 
Barons of the Exchequer, and by the Juſtices. Which Statute, though it hath 
ſince obtained in 1 ſeveral Shires of the Kingdom, as to the manner of Ele- 
cting Sheriſſ, yet it no ways extends to London and Midaleſex; nor have 
they any concerument in it, becauſe both by antecedent and ſubſequent 
Charters of our Exgliſb Princes and Monarchs they have and enjoy the Election 
of their own Sberi f. and veſted in them. And this Statute being a 
Repeal of the Statute of the 28 of Ed. 1. which excepted all thoſe places 
which held their Sherifficke in Fee from any room or place in the ſaid Sta- 
. tute; it plainly follows that the Priviledg and Right which the City of Lon- 
don ancient enjoy d df chuſing their own Sheriffo, is ſecured: and 
confirmed unto them. | TIN 
Nor will or can it be denied, but that the Citizens or Freemen of London, 
bave and enjoy by — ers and 7 2 Kin by w Realm, the 
Right and Privil Electing ammuaſiy the Sb. 7 and Midale- 
e For as Nabe the C or, with the r e Aut horitate Parlia- 
menti, and by the Authority of Parliihmem, did Orant and Conifirn Civibns Lon- 
don vicecomitatum e ju ſdem, to the Citizens of London the Sherifſwick thereof; 
80 Hen. 1, Son to the ſaid William, granted to the Citizens of London and their 
Heirs, the Sheriffwickof Middleſex, at the Fee. farm of Three Hundred pounds 
annum. —_ 
7 as both theſe Charters are ratified and confirmed by the Charters and 
Grants of Hen. 1. Hen. 2. King Jobs; ſo the ſame Priviledges and Rights are 
deviſed unto them by the Charter of Rich. 2. who lived and rei after 
Ed. a2. in whoſe time the Right of chufing Sheriffs was by Act of Parliament 
taken and withdrawn from-the Freeholders and Suiters of. the ſeveral Shirey 
and Counties of the Kingdom. But we need the lefs to inſiſt upon this, it be- 
ing allowed and granted by the preſent Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermey, 
in the firſt Paragraph of the Paper which they have cauſed lately to be pub- 
liſhed in Vindication of his Lorſhip from innovating,in affuming the power 
of chuſing a Sheriff, and impoſing him upon the City. We ſhall therefore on 
crave liberty to mention two things, whereof the fir is, that the eleQingSheriffs 
is founded originally upon Preſcription, and not upon Charter, otherwiſe the 
e not meerly ſay, That the Citizens ate to chuſe Mayor and 


Sheriffs, but they would preſcribeand appoint in what manner, and at what 
time they-ſhquld do ſo. Nor is this my private or particular Notion, but it 
is the Senſeand N os Serjeant Maynard in his Argument at G-: Hall 
rue Decemb., 14. 1550. 
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| made Yo the Citizens to chuſe their own Sherifſs, was becauſe it was their Right 
by ancient uſage and cuſtom. | 
The ad. Thing I would take notice of, and recommend to every mans conſide- 
ration is this; namely, That if by the Charters the Citizens are lo chuſe their own 
Sheriffs, as is confeſſed im the foreſaid.Paper publiſhed by the Order of my Lord 
Mayorand the Court of A/dermen;then neither his Lord(hip, nor they can claim 
the Election of a Sheriff without direct contravention, and opon violation of 
the Charters, which in ſeveral Capacities, and by divers Oathsthey are both 
bound and obliged to keep and preſerve from all Violation from others, and 
toconform unto, and ſtand by themſelves. But nothing is ſurprizing from 
perſons, who both contrary to their Oaths inplead and ſue Fre- men ont of the 
City, when they may have Right and Law within the ſame and in dite& Op- 
poſition to the Ple put in for the Defence and Preſervation of the Chat- 
ter, wherein it is alledged and pleaded, That it is the right of the Citizens to 
chuſe their own Sheriff, ſubſtitute and inſiſt upon a Claim perfectly oppoſite 
thereunto. 3 EASTER . | 8: | 
And tho the Town Clerk in the Paper authorized by my Lord Mayor and 
the Court of Aldermen,bath no ways done truly and fairly 7» reciting the Re- 
cord: of the City concerning the EleFion 8 yet he hath plainly ſupplan- 
ted and overthrown my Lord Mayors Right of Electing a Sheriff, by acknow- 
ledging that the Commons have ſo often withſtood it ; and in direct Oppoſi- See para- 
tion to the Claim of the Mayors, have as well named, as elected both the She- Star 
riffs. For ſo many Inſtances as himſelf produceth, being quietly acquieſced 
in, and ſubmitted unto, are according both to the unverſal Reaſon of Man- 
kind, and the common Law of Nations, more than enough to ſubvert and o- 
verthrow any pretence to the contrary, eſpecially one that contradicts the 
fundamental Laws of the Corporation, and the Grants by which it challengeth 
its Rights and Priviledges. 6 | 
Nor do Lmuch wonder at their forgetfulne(s and of common Uſages 
and known Records, ſeeing their memories are not ſo tenacious as to retaja 
the remembrace of what themſelves confeſſed on Friday, June 23. upon the 
hearing of Mr. Recorders Speech. For then my Lord Mayor himſelf, how- 
ever ſince influenced and perverted, not only freely ſubſcrib'd to what the | 
Recorder ſaid, us to the Rights of the Citizens in chuſing both the Sheriff > 
but ſcem'd fully purpoſed and reſolved to take his meaſares, as indeed he 
ought, and to act accordingly. But how falſely doth Maſter Town-Clerk - | 
both impoſe upon the Court of Aldermen and the City, in reciting the Ac 
of Common-Council, of the 21th of Edward 3. ſeeing beſides that the 
Entries in the 42d and 43 of the ſaid Edward 3d, do plainly expreG, That 
the — were choſen in the Court of Common - Hall, at Guild. Hall, where - 
were aſſembled the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, & quamplurinti, and very 
many Citizens ; in which Court the Sheriffe were choſen,” ex communi aſſenſu, by | | 
common conſent; I (ay beſides this, that very Act of Common-Council ſays, a 
That be Pall Name the Perſon le would have cho ſen, provided he were preſent, 
and that the Commons concur with bim. and do the ſame, | 
Nor needs there any more to overthrow and render ridiculous the Paper 
publiſhed by the Order of Lord Mayor and the Caxrr of Alder men, than 
the acknowledgment which is made by the Toms Clerk in the ſaid Print; 
Namely, That by an Act of Common Council in the 4th of Henry 5th, 
it is ordained and provided, That the. Sheriffs are to be Cen and indifferently 
choſen by the more ſufficient Citizens FEE to thoſe EleFions, Only I can- 
( 2 | not 


945 


hot but: wonder at the Perjury as well as diſ ingenuity of che man, that b 
ſhould not only add things which are not in the Records, but that he ſhould 
both to the impoſing upon the Court. of Aldermen and the City, conceal 
what he cannot but habe found chere. if he did with the leaſt care and fidelity 
peruſe them. For beds his reciting of precedents which ſeem to make 
in favour of my Lord Ma _ ch one Sheriff, he not only conceals 
the Common Halls free 'yoluntary chu of the ſaid Perſons nominated by 
the reſpective Lotd Mopors before they could be capable of ſerving intheOfficez 
2 both conttary to his Oath, as well as the principles of jak and Ho- 
he reſerves and conceals from his 2 and the Court of Aldermen, 
che Baſe wherein the Fret · mea have,contelted and diſputed this pretended 
ge of the Chair, and madethe Majors abandon and deſert theie 
uſurped daim and pretence. , Nay allthe cuſtom and uſage which the Mayor 


challengeth his Perogative and claim upon, is many — after the time that 


gives riſe and foundation to Preſetiptibn So that h Prerogative 
of chafing yearly one Sheriff being — both by. Preſeription and Char- 
ter, it is no otherwiſe phe accounted of but as an — and uſurpation 
upon the Rightsof the Cb A poration. And the very particular Gaſes wheres 
by my Lord gor t pretended Right of chafing: one Sheriff, dee 
and ified; do all of them inſinuate and imply, That the free and 
confirmation and allowance of the ſaid Perions to be. Sheriffs, 


to, and. was veſted in the Free men of Londos. , Accordingly in thi 1 
Hen. 860, we nd a Letterdirected to Ralph Powlet; — the 24 of Sept. 
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158. in Ar- C 
chiv. Lond. 


Lib. Dunthorn 


fol.4qz Yo) 27 5 8 S.. 5, That. the Citizens of- 


chile fron among t ves their Sheriffs, and remove them whenſacver 
they won Kc. With which An wer the Lords of the Priuy council being fully 
| fatisfied,” they ma the Alder men and Commons ſbould enjuy and. 


3 . ef Lord Mayor nd che Cave of Alder meu, they therein 


5 ger gr 7 t Ha, ＋ ard Powlet, that the Citizens of the Kings City and 

iow © 22 aud choſen: lim to be ane ne the Sheriffs, and be 

115 aj 722 by gue Michael Dormer, before and —— by the 
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| Sheriffs, a, they had anciewtly done 3 am acrors 

7. comunc atis communitate ad Guild - Hall, having 

1 the Commons to Guild-Hall, they there together choſe one 
"ay ae to be 2 in the room of john Bryan who was deced 

Tea, the Act of Common: Council in the, 7th. of Charles the I. made for the 

Regulating the ane of Sheriff and which repeals all former Acli made toucb- 

ing and concerning that wetter, reſerveth to the Common-Hall the! confiracati- 


on and allowancejof ſuch at ſhall be thereafter choſen and eleFed by tht Lord Mayor = 


to be Sheriffs, Which plainly intimates, that what is called my Lord Meyors 
Election, is no more but a Nomination; and that thoſe: of the Livery have 
till a Right and Priviledg to diſallow and refuſe the Perſons ſo preſented un- 
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EHection, be lawfully Sheriff of Londow, — he be conſirmed and allowed 


he Commons. 
jy wer as n Act of Comtmon-Coondttbu interfores with, and deſtroys the 


Charter, can be of any legal force ad validiry 5 ; ſo the many Caſes wherein 

the Commons:have refuſed to 1 — — theſe perſons for Sheriffs, 
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they recommended ſuch as the Citi broad ſafely devolve that Truſtupons; 
but it is no Argument that theiy Lordſhips have an Arbitrary and Uncontrol - 
lable Preragative and JuriſdiQior 2 | in them, 20tothixmarter. . And had 
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ed and received with'y —— N 
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Mr. Towns — mere Honour, 2 of 
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annexed. Order of his — and their Worſhips, to give it 47 
and Authority ; vet his very acknowledgment of . or (ix inter- 
ruptiom of this Cuſtom, isenough with all rational men, to deſtro 2 ſet 


aſide all unto it. 9 — ſeems not to be good, 
or at his Knowledg in the * very and imperfect, I 
will preſume to put him in mind, that. befides. the ſeveral inſtances. that are 


aſſigned in ſome Pa la publiſhed relating t t ect, wherein the 
Citizens choſe both the 88 % there are three — e SR 


the Commons did the ſame, and that both in you ears ſucceſſive one to another, 
as well long before the commencement of the late Troubles, namely in the 28, 
29, and 30. of Queen Elia abetb. 

Nor let any ſay, That becauſe ſome perſons have Fined upon my Lord A. 
ors drinking to them, before they were allowed or confirmed by the Common» 
Hall, that therefore there is a Right in my Lord Mayor of Lang one She- 
riff, ſecing their ſubmitting to Fine meerly upon my Lords Drinking to 
them, is — than they were obliged unto, and which ſome have refuſed 
todo, till they were confirmed and choſen by the Common - Hall; fo the on · 
ly reaſon why others have done it, was from an apprehenſion that the Com- 
mons might upon the Mayors recommendation, chuſe them ſooner than thoſe 
of whom there had no previous mention been made. 

But the falſifications of Mr. Tows-Clerkin the forementioned Paper which | 
is authorized by my Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, are too many to 
be taken notice of at preſent; and therefore muſt be adjourned to a future 
diſcourſe, wherein we (hall not fail to expoſe him under all the Characters 
which both render him unworthy of his Employ, and lay him obnoxious as 
well to the Juſtice of a Pacliament, as the deſerved Recentments of the City. 
Nor do I know but of 'one Objection which can be advanced with any plau- 
ſibleneſs againſt what hath been here aſſerted and declared, namely, That if 
the Election of Sheriff, notwithſtanding the Demiſe and Grant thereofmade 
to the Barons and Free wer, can be cot _ and reſtrained to- the Livery , 
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pon the Mayor. ,, To which I firſt anſwer, That the Free 
the Charter, do MWll-chnſe and elect thoſe Officers, tho 

es do not f6-- For whereas there was a Statute 
11. That the 5 — Coumies of the 


of Lier vaters of the Peace, 


' — Laa only che Freebolders 


| thiwebey do dw b their 

—_ 2 752 Ar . onl 5 
arli 8 ives, t 

Elio . 0d thoſe fuck a Yeary alone leine doe in thi 5 


$4 


MIT « 


topo thi ente. ch tte umn Conc hn» ſb | ay 
the” Commion-Ootinel —— — 


49 7 1 - "re 
ng of Eletion bf City: Officers: 
of the Foe mor, hh both com 


/ Caſe vcoriernit 
— — 9 


the Livery in oppo- 
en unaui mon ſiy ac · 
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=> Meſneg, upon greet Diler to and Conference with one / another ; but 
— Ft wah, bt el bien Garrant per leur Charters, el es ancient! & continual 
ount kſtre in Londres, but that i was was agreeable and conſonant to the 
C — Caftons, and the fager of the City of London. 
ly. The Election by tHole of the Lerj ſtands ratified and confirmed both 
by Charters and Acts of Patfiament. | For as it's acknowledged, That as the 
Election of the Livery begum before the time of Rich. 2. ſo it is moſtungain- 
ſayable, that the foregoing'Caſtoms, and Uſages of the City, are fully rarified 
and eſtabfiſhed by the expreſs Chartet of hae King, and by the Inſpexs- 
2 and Corman of his Royal Sucerſſors. 
H, ſceing we hear 4 Rumor of ſome mens retreat unto this, as their 
11 Ae 1 Lare make bold to tell them, That for one we have in the 
Common Hal againſt my Lor Mayors elektmge a Sheriff, we are ſure of Five 
for one, if all the Free · men be convocated and admired to that Election. 
rhvs briefly difcourſed the Night and'Priviledg-of che Common Hall to chuſe 


the be of Eondew and Middleſex, we are in the next place, to enquire into the Privi- 
tedg, and after the Authoriry of the Sberiſfi ſon the time being to wanage and declare the 
Election. And indeed, ſo much hath been ſaid to jaſtifie and confirm this in a former 
Paper, to Which neither Mr. Towa-Clerk) 995, y,other, hath made the leaſt Reply, That 
itwere wholly needleſs to add any thing, more, did not my Lord Mayors taking upon him, 
Jute 25. to diſſolve tlie Pol, 400 his Lordſiipꝭ ad fome other mens behaviour ſince, make 


us us apptchenfive that there are no Laws, Ufages or CY N which will not be invaded 
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place, and a Poll being demanded and granted for the deciſion of the Election between 
the two perſons that were named and put up; Sir Samuel Sterling being at that time Lord 
Mayor, and perceiving after ſome proceed in the Poll, that the Election was by the Votes 
of the Majority, like to fall upon Turner, did from a pique which he bore, to the faid-pefs 
ſon, and in order to prevent his being Eected to the place of one of the Bri 1. af 
fume and uſurp the power of diſſolving the Court. Wherenpon Turner finding himſelf 
2grieyed, did immediately after Sterling was Gut of his Mayorilty, commence an _ 
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Juſtice Coorts at Guild: Hat. [And wi 


of the Caſe againſt him, in one of the l. 
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of Cum Pleu, brobght the Cauſe by a "Wit" of Error into the Court 7 — 9 


but inſteud of obtaming the Judgment to be there reverſed,” that Learned, 


tent Perſon, my Lord — would not ſo wuch us ſoffer it to ae 
immediately confirmed the laying, That if my Lord e ſhould N 
fuch a Right, Priviledg and Prerogative, 7 to Diſſolve the Common Halt without the 


eco ſent md leave of he the greater part of the F FOI, n Bags ech 
ver Gan of all: th Priviledges/of this great and famous Cityj. 
1 Now I neither ſind beat or know but — deen ee can with 

or reaſonbe objected againſt what hath been here 
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ly his, he is thereſore Judg of all that doth there occur, and deer unde A 

Su To which | rag 1. That the Election of theſe Officers was anciently at a 
called Fallon, which aſſembled in a Field between St. Paul- Church and Baynards 

Caſtle and in that Court did the Supream Power of the Citizens of London, for a 

time ſubGiſt. - And as it was only by reaſon of the inconveniencies of meeting fob Diet 

in, the open Air, and upon the reduction of the Eltction of all the Free- 2 _ Li 

that the faid Court was removed and tranſplanted to Gaild-Hal,, fo of 2 

Citizens there at the Huſftings, is only for the accommodating the deere e 

that they may be the b-tter out of the Crowd. '2. I ſay, That the Court” of Hu 

which my Lord Mayor in conqunction with ſome of the Aldermen and the Sheriffs 

; Adjourn, is properly a Judicial Court for Enrollment of Deeds, and for ordinary — 

ings in Caſes between Citizen and Citizen; and by conſequence vaſtly different from a 
Court of Common-Hall. For were the Court of Huftings the ſame with a Court of c. 
n- Mall, it would follow that the Citizens were obliged to pay their Attendance there e- 
very Tweſday. And as no Summons iſſues out to warn the Citizens to be Weekly preſent 
at the Court of Huaſtings, ſo it is a clear Evidence that the Court of Common Hall, which 
never Aﬀembles but upon Summons, is of a perſect different kind, and altogether diſtin 
from it. 

Thus Fellow Citizens, we can only Diſcourſe to the reaſons of men, but we cannot con- 
quer theirPrejudiees. And therefore as we have ſaid enough to vindicate your Priviledg- 
es and Rights; fo pray remember, that they ure not only all ar ſtake, bur that the eyes of 
— World are 12 you how you will maintain and defend them. 


Printed for I Jule, 1682. 
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